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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TEHRAN 1570 
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TAGS: PBOR, AF, IR 

SUB J : HELM AND WATERS: IRANIAN PRIME MINISTER HOVEYDA 
DEPARTS FOR OFFICIAL VISIT TO KABUL 

REU: TEHRAN 0993 

1. TEHRAN PRESS MARCH 12 FRONT- PAGES PRIME MINISTER HOVEYDA' S 
DEPARTURE SAME DAY FOR THREE DAY OFFICIAL VISIT TO KABUL AMONG 
INDICATIONS THAT IRAN AND AFGHANISTAN ARE ABOUT TO COMPLETE 
ARRANGEMENTS CONCERNING THE HELM AND RIVER. HOVEYDA, INVITED 
BY AFGHANISTAN PREMIER, IS REPORTEDLY ACCOMPANIED BY GOI 
MINISTER OF STATE SOFIA ASFIA ( REFTEL, POLITICAL UNDERSECRETARY 
MANUCHEHR FART ASH ( MFA) AND HOSSEIN SHAHIDZADEH ( MFA, CHIEF OF 
NON- ARAB MIDDLE EAST). 

2. ACCORDING PRESS, ADDITIONAL ITEMS ON AGENDA FOR 
DISCUSSION ARE BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH EMPHASIS ON TRADE EX- 
PANSION, DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN SUBCONTINENT AND MIDDLE EAST, AND 
CONSTRUCTION OF HIGHWAY CONNECTING KANDAHAR TO BANDAR ABBAS. 

3. PRESS NOTES HOVEYDA’ S VISIT TAKING PLACE WITHIN FRAMEWORK 

OF GROWING IRANO- AFGHANISTAN RELATIONS AND THAT HE CARRIES MESSAGE 
OF FRIENDSHIP FROM HIM TO KING ZAHER. SEMI- OFFICIAL KAYHAN 
EDITORIAL STATES HOVEYDA' S VISIT TAKING PLACE IN NEW MOOD OF 
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COOPERATION BETWEEN THE TWO BROTHERLY NATIONS, AND COMMENTS THAT 
A 

STRONG AND PROSPEROUS AFGHANISTAN WOULD BE A WORTHY AND EQUAL 
PARTNER FOR IRAN AND COULD PLAY AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN MAINTENANCE 
OF PEACE AND STABILITY IN THE REGION. 

COMMENT: ALTHOUGH PRESS DOES NOT CATEGORICALLY STATE HOVEYDA 
WILL SIGN HELMAND WATERS AGREEMENT, THIS SEEMS TO BE BASIC 
PURPOSE OF HIS TRIP. 

HECK 
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